
SCOTTSDALE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION REPORT  
            
To: Paths & Trails Subcommittee 
From: Susan Conklu, Senior Transportation Planner 
Subject: Cactus Path: 124th Street to 128th Street 
Meeting Date: May 28, 2014 
 
ITEM IN BRIEF    
Action:   
Recommendation 
 
Purpose: 
Provide information on the planned Cactus Path connection from 124th Street to 128th 
Street. Staff requests a recommendation from the Paths & Trails Subcommittee for the 
presence, location, and surface type. 

Background: 
The proposed path is 0.5-mile long and will connect residential homes to Anasazi 
Elementary School. Currently, the only existing route for pedestrians and bicyclists to 
reach the school is along 128th Street, Via Linda, and 124th Street for approximately 1.4-
miles. The majority of students do not walk to school, including those who live within 
walking distance. In many elementary schools, the students travel to school by walking, 
bicycling, skating, or using scooters. Both the Transportation Department and the 
Scottsdale Unified School District believe more students and parents will walk to school 
with a more direct and improved surface path. 
 
This path is included in the planned network of the 2008 Transportation Master Plan 
(TMP). Goals and Objectives from the Pedestrian Element include safe, direct 
connectivity, Safe Routes to School, and Americans with Disabilities Act requirements 
which this path will provide. The Bicycle Element of the TMP discusses Priority 
Connections for the off-street system including several fully circulating primary corridors 
such as the Indian Bend Wash Path, with “spur routes,” such as the Cactus path, 
connecting the primary loops into neighborhoods and other districts. Spur route 
priorities include: 

• Improving access within a neighborhood to a school 
• Improving access within a neighborhood to a park 
• Connecting a school or park to the circulating system 

 
A public open house was held May 12, 2014 at Anasazi Elementary School to discuss 
circulation in the neighborhood, including improvements on Cactus Road, 128th Street, 
124th Street, and Via Linda. Twenty people signed in, and eleven comments were 
received regarding the various improvements. The comments specific to the Cactus 
path include: 

• Opposition to the connection in general 
• A preference for unpaved surface instead of concrete 
• Discomfort with the close proximity to adjacent homes 
• Noise and litter concerns 

 

 



We will meet with the school, parents, and neighbors to continue to discuss the path 
and general circulation in the neighborhood. 

 
Key Considerations: 
The Safe Routes to School program recommends separating students who walk and 
bike to school from personal vehicles and buses to minimize conflicts during busy drop-
off and pick-up times. With as many as 800 students in elementary schools, this 
separation of vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists is important for safety and comfort. In 
many schools, providing better access has encouraged more students to walk and bike 
to school. 
 
Transportation representatives are exploring opportunities to pair this project with others 
in the vicinity including proposed Ringtail Trail improvements with the McDowell 
Sonoran Preserve on 128th Street. There is currently funding available during fiscal year 
2014-2015 to design and construct the improvement. Final alignment of the Cactus path 
will depend on whether concrete or stabilized decomposed granite is used. 
Decomposed granite is acceptable for pedestrians, mountain bicyclists, and 
equestrians. Typical school users will include inline skates, skateboards, scooters, and 
strollers which are not well suited for decomposed granite. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment 1 Public Comments 
Attachment 2 Area Map 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Contact: Susan Conklu, 480-312-2308 sconklu@scottsdaleaz.gov 

mailto:sconklu@scottsdaleaz.gov
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Cactus Road Path: 
124th to 128th Street 

Trails Subcommittee 
May 28, 2014 



Background 
2008 Transportation Master Plan 
• Bicycle Element – Planned Tier 3 Path 
• Pedestrian Element 

• Priority off-street connections including primary 
corridors such as the Indian Bend Wash Path 

• “Spur routes” connecting primary loops to 
neighborhoods and other districts. Such spur route 
priorities can include: 
• Improving neighborhood access to schools and parks 
• Connecting schools and parks to system 
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Existing Conditions 
Anasazi Elementary School 
• Drop-off and pick-up area 
• Existing 1.4-mile route: 

• 128th Street – east side sidewalk 
• Via Linda 
• 124th Street – Mountain View Trail 

and sidewalk 
 
 

 

124th Street & Cactus Road 

124th Street south of Cactus Road 124th Street south of Cactus Road 

Via Linda and 128th Street 



May 12, 2014 Public Open House 

• Discussed area circulation: 
– Cactus Path 

– 128th Street, Ringtail Trail (McDowell Sonoran Preserve) 

– Via Linda 

– 124th Street 



May 12, 2014 Public Open House 
• 20 people signed in and 11 comments were received: 

– Why? No child has ever been seen walking there. 

– Prefer unpaved trail rather than concrete. 

– Use existing [Preserve] trail. 

– Concern about noise from skateboards on concrete. 

– Concerns about proximity to homes – put path or sidewalk 
farther north from yards. 

– This is a nature preserve that attracts attention at 
designated trailheads. Make it more inviting and the noise 
and litter follow. 

 
 



Next Steps 

• Another meeting with school, parents, and neighbors. 
• Determine surface and alignment. 



Discussion 
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